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www.baysidehills.info

Tuesday, APR 30 • 8pm
BAYSIDE HILLS KEEPS 
GETTING BETTER!
Thanks to the generous beautification  
donations from our BHCA members, the 
Civic Association was able to build a new 
stone planter at the mall on Bell Blvd. and  
48th Avenue. We are grateful for the  
contributions that help make Bayside Hills 
look amazing! Thank you to Sebastian 
D’Agostino and Lenny Iaffaldano  
Contracting, Inc. for design and construction.
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Welcome, sweet Springtime! We greet thee in song,
Murmurs of gladness fall on the ear,

Voices long hushed now their full notes prolong
Echoing far and near.

Sunshine now wakes all the flow’rets from sleep,
Joy-giving incense floats on the air;

Snow-drop and primrose both timidly peep, 
Hailing the glad new year.

Balmy and life-breathing breezes are blowing,
Swiftly to nature new vigor bestowing.

Ah, how my heart beats with rapture anew,
As earth’s fairest beauties again meet my view.

Sing then, ye birds: raise your voices on high;
Flow’rets awake ye! Burst into bloom!

Springtime is come! and sweet Summer is nigh,
Sing then, ye birds, O sing! 

Voices of the Woods--also known as: Welcome, Sweet Springtime!  
w., anon. m., “adapted to Rubinstein’s Melody in F”  

by M. Watson. G. Schirmer [1884] 

OMG, the Bayside Hills Civic Association Beautification Committee 
is on a roll as we “Welcome Sweet Springtime” once again. Feel free to 
walk around the neighborhood and see their work. Perhaps you will 
notice the new planter on the corner of Bell Boulevard and 48th 
Avenue, or the repair and replacement of the Belgium blocks at our 
BHCA 9/11 Memorial Garden on Bell Boulevard and Horace Harding 
Expressway. While you’re at it, take a gander at the exquisitely painted 
fire alarm box thanks to craftsman John Colgan’s labor of love. BTW: 
We are looking to have Mr. Colgan refurbish three more fire boxes in 
the future; we are in the process of making those arrangements. 

Believe it or not, we are getting even closer to hearing the news vis-à-
vis the revitalization of Dermody Park Triangle on 48th Avenue and 
216th Street. We are pushing very hard for a “shovel to the ground” 
date and, according to the office of State Senator John Liu, this news 
should be forthcoming. In addition, at our March BHCA Board of 
Directors meeting, there was a discussion about repairs to the walls 
around the park. 

Last but not least, you will be seeing the results of our annual BHCA 
Mall Clean-Up Fest, which took place Saturday, April 13th. Thanks to 
our Parks Department, volunteers, and the aforementioned BHCA 
Beautification Committee, it looks like our malls are going to look 
quite special as the season of spring continues.

Additional news about our Beautification Committee’s work will be 
reported on at our April 30th General Meeting with the community 
which takes place at the Colonial Church of Bayside, Bell Blvd. where 
Luke Place and 216th Street converge. As usual, we are inviting our 
111th Precinct officers, but in addition we are asking our NYPD 
Precinct Sector C Officers Melissa Bonilla (917.807.7523) and John 
Aluska (718.357.5912) to join us and officially introduce themselves 
and update us on their programs. 

Another topic that evening will be news from the New York City 
Transit (NYCT) as they discuss their rollout of the Queens Bus 
Network redesign. We will have a speaker from that agency to update 
us on this issue. (While they’re at it, perhaps we can give them a little 
reminder about how buses in our community should not be speeding 
on our streets.)

We also plan to have an interesting discussion on Spot Zoning, “the 
process of singling out a small parcel of land for a use classification  
totally different from that of the surrounding area for the benefit of the 
owner of such property and to the detriment of other owners.” Invited 
to speak on problems and possible illegalities involving this issue is 
Sean Walsh, president of the Douglaston Civic Association (DCA).

As usual our Refreshment Committee 
will be on hand with their delectable 
treats at our post meeting collation. 
Finally, perhaps you will get lucky at our 
50/50 raffle.

I would be remiss in not congratulating 
our BHCA Board of Director Eileen 
Miller, who has been elected the new Chairperson of our Queens 
Community Board 11. So best of luck Eileen on your new position! 

Speaking of congratulating BHCA Board members, our very own Vice 
President, Sebastian D’Agostino, was honored as “Man of the Year” at 
this past March 9th’s “Little Neck-Douglaston Memorial Day Parade 
Annual Fundraiser” at Monahan & Fitzgerald Restaurant.

Happy Spring Everybody! Hope to see you all at our April 30th  
meeting. Until then, continue strolling around our beautiful  
neighborhood and enjoy the fruits of our labor! Kindly mark on your 
calendars 9:30 AM Saturday, May 25, our annual BHCA Memorial 
Day Observance by our flagpole, Bell Boulevard and 53rd Avenue. 

Welcome Sweet Springtime Everyone!



Please email us at baysidehillscivic@gmail.com with any questions or concerns you may have. Send us your email to join 
our mailing list! Feel free to let us know of any upcoming neighborhood events that you would like us to add to our calendar!
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Officers
Michael Feiner, President
Sebastian D’Agostino, Vice President
Jack Niedermeyer, Secretary
Rich Kashdan, Co-Treasurer
Tom Louizou, Co-Treasurer

Sebastian D’Agostino
Marianne Downes
Eileen Feiner
Michael Feiner
Timothy Furey
Rich Kashdan
Rita Kashdan
Ronald Keil

William Liao
Tom Louizou
Joe Lubomski
Eileen Miller
Jack Niedermeyer
Carole Papadatos
Ronald Tabano

Editorial Team
Yvonne Wong-Fein, Editor-in-Chief/Creative Director
Rich Kashdan, Assistant Editor
Rita Kashdan, Assistant Editor
Carole Papadatos, Assistant Editor
Tom Louizou, Advertising
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PLEASE JOIN US for our annual 
Memorial Day ceremony to be held 

on Saturday, May 25 @ 9:30 am 
Bell Boulevard and 53rd Avenue

Bayside Hills Civic Association’s next
General Meeting
Tuesday, April 30, 8pm
Colonial Church of Bayside

54-02 217th Street, Bayside, NY 11364
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VISION ZERO SAFETY REMINDERS!

BHCA Vice President, Sebastian D’Agostino (pictured on the far left) was honored on March 9 at Monahan & Fitzgerald by the Little 
Neck-Douglaston Memorial Day Parade Association. He was named “Man of the Year”. The parade was founded in 1927 by American 
Legion Post #103.

Eileen Miller (pictured on the right) BHCA’s board member, who had served as third vice chairwoman since 2014, was elected chair-
woman of Community Board 11 in a 27-8 vote. She beat Douglas Montgomery of Douglaston to succeed Auburndale resident Christine 
Haider as the advisory panel’s head. “I believe I have the aptitude and the experience to fill the role of chair,” said Miller, who pledged to 
work on issues throughout Community District 11 without giving any neighborhoods preference and briefly discussed her advocacy for 
smoke-free housing.  **Congratulations to Sebastian and Eileen! Well-deserved honors!

Our Board Members are being Recognized!



BHCA

2019 R ick Skutch Academic  
Scholarship  Award  Apply by May 15!

The Bayside Hills Civic Association is again offering two (2) high 
school and two (2) middle school scholarships to eligible family  
members. If you are a BHCA member and have an eligible child, who is 
a high school or middle school student, urge them to not miss this  
opportunity for a $100 BHCA Scholarship Award. 

Criteria are as follows: The awards are presented to students who have 
demonstrated leadership qualities and concern for civic responsibility 
and good citizenship. Disciplines include environmental sustainability, 
volunteerism, advocacy for clean air and safe sustainable  
transportation, public health, education and other livability concerns. 

Recipients must demonstrate all-around achievement in scholarship, 
character, and civic responsibility.  Provide an essay application (1-2 
pages) detailing your qualifications. Applicants are encouraged to  
include letters attesting to their achievements.  Applications must be 
post-marked by May 15 to:  BHCA, P.O. Box 640246, Bayside Hills, 
NY 11364 Questions? Please email  baysidehillscivic@gmail.com  
Winners will be listed in the Beacon. 

Not a BHCA member?  Join now so you can take advantage of the 
Scholarship Awards Program and other benefits available to BHCA 
members.

Gardening Tips  
for Late Spring! 
Protect Plants from Slugs
Slugs and snails are especially fond of young growth, particularly that 
of delphiniums and hostas, and can attack young buds before they 
have even emerged from the soil. General controls, such as commer-
cially produced slug pellets, can be very effective, but organic meth-
ods, such as beer traps, are also worth trying. One way to stop the pests 
in their tracks is to use a physical barrier, such as eggshells or a layer of 
coarse grit. Copper tape is one such deterrent, delivering a minor elec-
tric shock to the slug as it attempts to pass over it.

Plant Out Vegetables
Vegetable crops sown earlier in the year, such as leeks, self-blanching 
celery, globe artichokes, marrows, and zucchini, can be planted out in 
May. These tender plants are safe to plant out now that the threat of 
frost has passed.

Move Pots Outside
Any tender or exotic plants, such as citrus trees, that you have brought 
indoors over winter can now be moved back into the garden after a 
gradual acclimatization to outdoor temperatures (the shock of a sud-
den change can cause leaves to drop).

Keep Watering
As temperatures start to rise, it’s important to keep plants well  
watered, especially those that have just been planted out. As plants  
become established and develop bigger and more effective root sys-
tems, they will need watering less frequently. Established plants only 
need a good soaking in dry conditions if they show signs of wilting.

Plant Summer Bedding
Beds and borders planted with spring bedding can be cleared now as 
summer approaches, ready for tender summer bedding plants, such as 
Bacopa. A wide selection will be on display at nurseries and garden 
centers and can be safely planted out from May into June.

Trim Hedges
Formal hedging, such as boxwood (Buxus sempervirens), should be 
lightly trimmed by hand now. Hand shears will give a better result than 
a mechanical hedge trimmer, which can bruise leaves instead of cut-
ting them cleanly, resulting in brown and unsightly foliage. Boxwood 
does not like to be cut back hard, so it’s much better to trim it regularly 
to keep it in shape. Use a length of taut twine or a cane as a guide to 
help you keep the line straight as you work.       —from HGTV online

-5-



Our supporters

BHCA
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BELL BOULEVARD PHARMACY

Hospital Equipment • Surgical Supplies • Prescriptions • 
Compounding • Vaccines • Health and Beauty Aids • 
Personalized Service • DMV Eye Testing •
Notary Public

47-48 Bell Boulevard, Bayside
Joseph Mangini, R.PH. 718-229-2344

Monday-Friday 8am-7pm; Saturday 8am-5pm • FREE Delivery

We continue to work with local  
merchants to offer them increased  
consumer traffic and offer you  
discounts on a variety of products/ 
services. Discounts vary by mer-
chant and are subject to change 
without notice. Minimum purchase 
may be required. Just remember 
to show your BHCA Membership 
card! Enjoy the savings!

BHCA PARTICIPATING 
MERCHANTS 

Amy’s Chinese Gourmet 
47-46 Bell Boulevard, 718-225-0010 
Discount: 5% lunch/ 10% dinner

Bayside Hills Shoe Service 
212-01 48th Avenue, 718-423-1606 
Discount: 10% 

Bell Blvd Pharmacy 
47-48 Bell Boulevard, 718-229-2344 
Discount: 10%

Blue Water Fish Market 
47-35 Bell Boulevard, 718-423-5397 
Discount: 10% 

Feiner Finds, Interior Decorating 
feinerfinds@aol.com, 917-640-9406 
Discount: 1 free hour in-home  
consultation and 1 free hour of shopping

Foodtown of Bayside 
47-33 Bell Boulevard., 718-224-0544 
Discount: 5% 

Garden World 
46-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard,  
718-224-5440 
Discount: 10-20% depending on purchase

L’Italiano Trattoria 
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway  
718-224-2536 
Discount: Complimentary cookies  
and coffee

Mamma’s Pizza & Restaurant 
47-40 Bell Boulevard, 718-279-0808 
Discount: 8%  

New York Black Belt Center 
216-03 Horace Harding Expressway 
718-224-0855 
Discount: 10% off tuition per month

If you are a business owner who  
would like to participate and help  
the Bayside Hills Community,  
please contact us at  
baysidehillscivic@gmail.com,  
we’d love to include you!

BHCA MemberShip Has Its BEnefits!

Don’t miss 
out on the 

benefits  
of the  

merchant 
discount 

program! 
Join  

BHCA!
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RANSHAW PLUMBING & HEATING

GAS | PLUMBING | HEATING 718-767-0707
FUEL OIL 718-RANSHAW

www.ranshaw.com

TRUSTED FOR OVER 50 YEARS!

Flower shop, propane tanks, top soil, grass, seed, fertilizer, 
greenhouse, shrubs & trees, annuals, perennials and more!

our supporters

M. BURTON PLUMBING & HEATING

Hot water Heaters •Boiler Gas & Oil • Gas Heat • Sewer 
Cleaning • Bathrooms remodeled •Water meters

EMERGENCY SERVICE WITHIN  
24 Hours

718-224-0169 • 206-01 48th Avenue

NYC Master License No. 809/ Nassau License No. 2052

Bayside Hills Resident for 46 years/ 43rd Anniversary

111 Precinct, Sector C
Neighborhood Coordination  
Officers

PO John Aluska 
John.Aluska@nypd.org
718-357-5912

PO Melissa Bonilla
Melissa.Bonilla@nypd.org
917-807-7523

We’re Looking for  
volunteer writers 
and web designers!
We want to create the best newsletter we 

can for our community, but we need your 

help! If you’re interested in helping us at The Beacon with your tal-

ents, please feel free to contact us at baysidehillscivic@gmail.com. 

All Military Veterans!

We’re requesting all military veterans to join American 

Legion Post 103. Membership dues are $40.00 for the 

year. Entitles you to 10 free hot dinners and desserts, 

also many other benefits. Call Sebastian 718-225-3438.



Name:

Address:

email:   m new     m UPDATED

m Check here if you are a new member of the BHCA

Annual Dues:	 $25.00

Beautification Donation:	 $

Total Enclosed:	 $

Please Use the enclosed envelope to send checks made payable to:  
Bayside Hills Civic Association  •  P.O. Box 640246, Bayside Hills,  NY 11364

Please include a Self-addressed stamped envelope to have your new membership card/stickers mailed to you.

Cut and Mail

2019  MEMBERSHIP DUES

BHCA

請加入Bayside Hills Civic Association:

 一年只是 $25元. 請將支票寄到以下地址:

It’s Time to Renew Your membership Dues! 
We appreciate your  generosity. The Bayside Hills Civic Association is an open homeowner membership organization representing over 1,200  
households within the boundaries of Bayside Hills. Our mission is to promote a safer, more livable community.  The BHCA Board is volunteer- 
powered and service-driven. Its advocacy, beautification, and communication work rely solely on the support of members, sponsors, Beacon  
advertisers, and participating discount merchants to maintain and improve our neighborhood.  Here is a simple infographic to show how some 
of our dues were spent in 2018.  Please pay your dues within the first quarter of 2019 so you can take advantage of our merchant discount 
program all year!

GOAL:
1,200

2019

$629
Colonial Church rental and 
refreshments

$6,263
Cutting the grass 
and clean-up of all 
the malls

$8,646
Printing/mailing our newsletter, 
business letters, office supplies, 
membership cards and stickers, 
postage, and insurance

So, please remember to pay your dues! Your donations help to keep your neighborhood  
looking beautiful and informed all year-round.

200

400

600

800

1,000

Last year, along with our regular mall  
cuttings, we took on new projects like  
renovating the planters in our malls,  
flagpole repairs and supplying fire alarm 
box paint to our volunteer painter. $951

Misc. Expenses: Scholarship 
awards, plaques, flags, banners, 
Queens Civic Congress dues, 
website maintenance

192
as of 4/6


